
The Committee on the Environment (COTE) works to sustain and improve the environment by advancing 
and disseminating environmental knowledge and values, and advocating the best design practices to 

integrate built and natural systems to the profession, industry, and public. 

AIA HOUSTON – COTE 
The American Institute of Architects Committee On The Environment 

 
 

MEETING NOTES of 06.03.2004 
 
LOCATION     AIA Chapter Office 
 
PRESENT  

Filippo Castore (co-Chair) 
Amanda Tullos (co-Chair) 
Heather Harrelson – AIA office 

Shawn McFarland 
Charles West 
Jim Wofford 

 
DISTRIBUTION  The meeting notes will be available on the website for download (PDF) 
   http://www.aiahouston.org/cote 
 
 

ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION DATE 
1.01 Next meeting is Monday, July 19th, at noon at the AIA Chapter. 

 
THE MONTHLY MEETING HAS BEEN MOVED TO THE FIRST 

MONDAY OF THE MONTH 

ALL 07/19/04 

1.11 The AIA Houston COTE – Green Tool Box. 
So far the following speakers have accepted -------finalize details, 
invitation, CEUs, and other needs. 
 
End of June – Tresa Banks – GreenGuard 
7/26 *CHANGE*– Jennifer Walker – Flood mitigation 
End of August – Laverne Williams - Residential 
 
Need to coordinate program with USGBC and other local groups to 
avoid ‘doubling’ efforts. 

ALL 
(need more 

names) 
 

Filo 
Shawn 
Shawn 

Ongoing 
 
 

1.02 Symposium Committee that will gather professionals, experts, 
community leaders, etc. to discuss and promote sustainability in the 
Houston community.  A collaboration event! Brian Malarkey is the 
Chair for the organizing committee. 
THIS EVENT WILL HAPPEN tentatively on Friday, April 29th. 
EVENT Format need to be defined as soon as possible. 
Need to line-up speakers. 
Need to generate a flyer to bring at the AIA national convention. 
 
Tom Hunter has a Hotel ‘connection’ that we will need to further 
discuss for possible lodging options. 

Brian 
Patrick 

Charles West 
Sara 

 
Brian 

 
Brian? Filo? 

 
 

Tom 

Ongoing 
 
 
 
 

By 6/9/04 
 

6/3/04 
 

1.03 Sponsorship Committee 
Sara is starting to lead the sponsorship committee. She will assist the 
Symposium committee as well as other initiatives as needed.  Please 
contact her for any contact opportunities. 
Please, email Filo or Amanda if you are interested to be active part of 
this sub-committee. 

Filo 
Charles West 
Sara Oussar 

Ongoing 
 

1.04 Amanda will start a Yahoo List-Serv to facilitate open forum dialogue 
among the committee members. 

INFO  
 

1.05 Amanda Tullos reported about KRBE Earth Day 
-The event went well. We felt that there was more need for public 
outreach-See Item 1.06  

INFO  

1.06 Amanda suggested creating an “Event Kit” that could be easily 
managed and installed at the numerous community events.  The 

Need volunteer 
to champion 

By 
7/19/2004 



The Committee on the Environment (COTE) works to sustain and improve the environment by advancing and 
disseminating environmental knowledge and values, and advocating the best design practices to integrate built and 

natural systems to the profession, industry, and public. 

content will be defined soon (hand-outs? Bookmarks? Table? Etc.) this small 
important effort. 

1.07 There has been interest by several AIA members to be able to use a 
presentation to Green Design and Sustainability for their in-house 
training.  Currently there is no official AIA COTE material.  It has been 
decided to generate a power point presentation on CD that can be 
posted on the website to be downloaded. 

Need volunteer 
to champion this 

effort. 

By 
7/19/2004 

1.08 --The website is a direct link from the AIA Houston chapter website: 
http://www.aiahouston.org/cote 
Please keep providing Filo with content material. 
--Future Events: check website for most up-to-date information. 
Please send events info to Filo 

ALL 
 
 
 

 

Ongoing 
 
 
 

 
1.09 Filo will keep contact with other AIA COTEs nationwide and routinely 

report back to the committee. 
Filo will attend the AIA National convention in Chicago from June 10 
until June 12 and meet with national Chairs. 

Filo 
 
 
 

Filo 

Ongoing 
 
 
 

6/12/04 
1.10 Link to Arch Colleges in the region. 

 
NEED to discuss with Stephen and Andres for further developments. 

Andres 
Anica 
Filo 

Stephen 

Ongoing 
 
 

1.11 There is the need for a study on how to gather the various ‘green’ 
specs available and to establish an unified approach to green 
specifications and how this committee could perpetuate an efficient 
resource. 
Filo to research among nationwide committees. 
USGBC might organize a panel discussion in the up-coming months. 
Need to verify. 

Christina 
Greg 

Amanda 
Rebecca 

 
Filo 

 
 
 
 
 

Ongoing 

1.12 AIA COTE committee structure and operations: 
Filo would like to suggest to formalize certain roles within the 
committee – Others will be defined and created along the way as 
needed: 
B. Malarkey – Symposium coordinator 
S. Oussar – Sponsorship coordinator 
C. West – Historic Preservation coordinator 
A. Pacheco / S. Jovicich – Colleges liaison 
R. Bryant / C. Graham – USGBC liaison 
S. Nittka – AGC liaison 
G. Roberts – CSI liaison 
H. Herrelson – AIA Houston liaison 
L. Fernandez – Graphics 
A. Tullos - co-chair 

All Ongoing 

1.13 Include an AIA Houston COTE paragraph in each bi-monthly AIA 
Perspective newsletter. 
- it could be an ‘update’ of environmental projects, programs and 
initiatives that are happing at local firms. 

send to Filo By 
September 

8th, 
December 

8th ,etc. 
1.14 It has been discussed a possible entry in the 2005 Sandcastle 

Competition as AIA Houston COTE.  Need to verify interest among 
members. 
The entry will focus on whole design approach, from site 
management, type of equipment used, ‘sending an environmental 
message’, etc. 

If you are 
interested to be 
involved, email 
Filo or Amanda 

 

 
If you wish to provide additional information or corrections, please send your comments to Filippo 
Castore, AIA or Amanda Tullos. 


